
Internship Assignment HRDS: Professional Capstone Thesis

Master of Science in Human Rights and Data Science students who register a 4-CR internship with AUP are 
REQUIRED to submit a 6-CR Professional Capstone Thesis to clear the incomplete grade for their 
internships1.

The purpose of the Professional Capstone Thesis is to give students a framework to summarize what they 
learned and observed at the internship, and to connect their future goals and endeavors with their 
internship and academic experience. If students run into difficulties completing a part of the Professional 
Capstone Thesis, they are encouraged to propose a creative or original solution when confronted with this 
challenge and to contact the internship office (internship@aup.edu ) and their assigned faculty reader for 
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in which students specifically connect the knowledge and skills acquired during the MSc degree to their
experience in the workplace.

The Professional Capstone Thesis integrates three important aspects of the HRDS master experience. First, it 
should highlight what students have learned in the many encounters they have had with the profession: 
these include the internship, but also the Data-Industry Practicum and the exchanges with professionals 
invited to courses or public lectures. Second, as a capstone, it should demonstrate the knowledge and skills
students have gained in their courses through the discussion of opportunities, challenges and issues related 
to human rights and data science in a real-world setting. Third, as a thesis, it should demonstrate 
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Appendices Confidentiality Agreement (compulsory if confidentiality applies to the report 
and is indicated on the cover sheet): copies or scans of the confidentiality 
statements pertaining to this report should be attached. At a minimum, the 
faculty supervisor must have access to the report. See annex 3 for more details.
Supplementary material: This section is not compulsory. Any materials 
specifically related to the student experience (analysis reports, marketing 
materials, operational standards, printouts of web pages, etc. that the student
helped produce, etc.) should be attached. Photographs may also be included.
Mid-point note as it was submitted to your faculty advisor five weeks into your 
internship. 4.1.2. H ow t o format  the Professional  Capstone Thesi sLayout and specificati ons
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at required for research in your field.

4.2. Reflection Report
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