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The George and Irina Schaeffer Center for the Study of Genocide, Human 
Rights, and Conflict Prevention promotes innovative research, curricula, and 
pedagogies, in the hopes of reaching a deeper understanding of the causes 
and consequences of genocide and mass violence.

The American University of Paris is one of the first in France to house the 
USC Shoah Foundation’s complete Visual History Archive, which contains 
over 55,000 testimonies from survivors and witnesses of genocide and mass 
violence, including the Shoah, as well as the Armenian and Tutsi genocide.
Since 2019, the Center also has access to the Fortunoff Archive for Holocaust 
Testimonies. The University is making these important resources available to 
researchers, teachers and students, in their investigation and dissemination 
of new insights into the origins and aftereffects of collective hatred, 



The Center for Critical Democracy Studies (CCDS) promotes the practice, 
study and life of democracy both within and beyond the University. The 
Center builds on AUP’s mission to educate global citizens by exploring 
fundamental and practical questions of emancipatory political life through 
major grants; sponsorship of courses; lectures and conferences; and the 
publication of scholarly journals.
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